MANAGEMENT PLAN ADVISORY GROUP FOR

THETIS LAKE, FRANCIS/KING AND MILL HILL REGIONAL PARKS
October 30, 2003

Upper Floor Meeting Area, Cedar Building

Mill Hill Headquarters Office

490 Atkins Avenue

7 – 9 pm

MINUTES

Present: Tom Baker, Mark Hawkes, Lynn Husted, Denise Kendall, Jacques Marc, Michael Meagher, Mary Noakes, Janet Williams, Darrel Woods and four members of the public

CRD Parks: Jeff Ward (chair), George Gollmer, Don Watmough, Diane Knight (recorder)

Regrets: Robert Raappana

1. Approval of Agenda

The agenda was approved.

Jeff noted that he had received an email from Bob Raappana. Bob’s comments were:

“I quickly read through everything and the only comment I would like to make is I know we are trying to accommodate the dog interest groups in the three parks but do we have to accommodate dogs in every park. It’s hard enough to control people, why do we have to multiply the problem with dogs in certain parks (i.e., Mill Hill). Dogs don’t have to be everywhere.’
2. Approval of Minutes from September 10, 2003

The minutes were approved.

Don Watmough reported that he will continue to collect statistics on the three parks. 

Mark Hawkes commented that he felt the information noted from the last meeting did not accurately reflect the positive value of the field trip on September 21. He suggested that comments and ideas made during the field trip be compiled for information for the absent group members. Group members were requested to email their comments and ideas from the field trip to Jeff Ward. This information will be sent out with the next meeting agenda package.




ACTION: Members who went on September 21 Field Trip

3. Correspondence
1. Letter from Linette McElroy and CRD Parks Response

Several comments were made by advisory group members on the above correspondence. One member reported that the perception of the letter writer may have been influenced by coming in part way through the meeting. The frustration expressed at the meeting was not due to the addition of the dog representative but to the length of the planning process so far. Another member stated that a positive result of the addition of a dog representative is that there is now more information available on which to base dog management decisions. The perception of the group was that the last meeting was productive and that CRD Parks staff were treating the process fairly.

2. Dogs in Parks Committee – Esquimalt
3. Public Open Space and Dogs – Australian Document

Comments were made on the relevancy of the above documents to this process.
Mark Hawkes responded that he felt they were relevant as they identified many of the same issues that CRD Parks is dealing with. The key points that he raised in his summaries were positive reinforcement of issues already identified in this planning process. The attachments were distributed strictly for information purposes.
In future, when correspondence or documents are distributed with the minutes, there will be an opportunity during the meeting for discussion of  the information.

4. Francis/King Regional Park Dog Management 

Jeff Ward proposed a process for selecting options for dog management. He reviewed the process with the group (see attachment 1).
Jeff Ward reported that the Elsie King Boardwalk in the park is currently a dog on leash area. There was consensus that this designation will continue. The definition of leash in the CRD Parks Regulation bylaw is that the leash be no longer than six feet. George Gollmer reported that compliance with this regulation has been good. CRD Parks have  received few complaints about dogs in this area.

A member of the group commented on the usefulness of statistics and monitoring on issues (i.e.,  number of complaints, facts and figures) and the need for CRD Parks to collect accurate statistics.

A complete ecological inventory has been done on the three parks. The section pertaining to Francis/King was distributed for information. Discussion took place on the history of Francis/King Regional Park. Janet Williams has a long standing relationship with the park and provided some good information regarding equestrian use. There is a long history of use of this park as a nature appreciation area. At one time, dogs were required to be on a leash throughout the park.

Group members requested information about the status of dog use in Francis/King Regional Park. Don Watmough responded that there is currently very little dog use in that park and little evidence of dog feces or side trails. Many park users visit Francis/King for the natural history value of the park. If there were an increase in visitors to the park, there would be more of an impact on the trails. It was noted that having trails close to the roots of trees can be damaging to the root systems. 

Proposal for Dog Management in the Three Parks 
Don Watmough presented a proposal that all multi use trails (i.e., equestrian, cycling, hiking) be designated as dog off leash areas and the trails designated hiking only be dogs on leash. This would mean that all parks are accessible to dogs. All trails in these three parks have specific designations which have been determined though the management planning process.
This would mean that dogs could be off leash on the equestrian trail in Francis/King Regional Park, the power lines and the outer trails. 

For Thetis Lake Regional Park, dogs would be permitted off leash on the Trillium Trail , and the other multi use trials in the park.  This would give CRD Parks the opportunity to restore shoreline along the lake. 

Using this classification system, Mill Hill Regional Park would be exclusively a dog on leash area as the trails are designated as hiking only. Dogs could run in the field by the parking lot before entering the park. Many park users are already using the field to run their dogs before putting them on a leash for the trails.

The following comments were made in response to this proposal:

· A concern for the safety of the dogs when combined with cyclists and horses

· A concern that equestrian use and dogs off leash would not work in the northern Upper Thetis Lake area as the trail is too narrow

· It may not be realistic to treat these areas as conservation areas as they are so close to an urban centre. As we are already allowing use in these areas, there has to be a balance between the environment and human use.

· A suggestion was made that the Nature Sanctuary in Thetis Lake be “hikers only”
· Trail designations and locations may have to be reviewed
· Consider totally closing off areas that have been too highly impacted

· Some areas should exclude dogs altogether

· How do you enforce a concept like “feet and paws on the trail”?

· A suggestion was made to use the Pistol Range for a dog off leash area

The group expressed some support for Don’s proposal, and that they need more time to consider the proposal and identify other options. The proposal was tabled until the next meeting. Mark Hawkes reported that he also has a proposal. He will send his information to Jeff Ward for inclusion in the agenda package for next meeting.
George Gollmer commented that when mountain bike use in the parks became an issue, parks staff started to work with the mountain bike community to address these issues. Since CRD Parks started working with the mountain bike community, the impacts in the park from this use have decreased. This technique may be helpful in working with the dog community.
The group again confirmed that progress had been made to resolve this issue.

5. Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Thursday, November 13, 2003 from 7 to 9.

6. Public Questions

Helen Zeilstra asked two questions.

(1) When were these areas designated regional conservation areas?

Jeff Ward responded that the classification of the three regional parks as regional conservation areas was made in the CRD Parks Master Plan in 2000. 

(2) Why are bylaws not enforced? 
George Gollmer responded that parks staff have the authority to ticket for bylaw infractions and do enforce the bylaw. Parks staff are in the parks daily but cannot catch all the infractions.

Helen Zeilstra  suggested that staff make more of a presence in the park and that stronger bylaw enforcement would help with the dog concerns.

Meeting Adjourned at 9:20 pm.





Next Meeting:


Thursday


November 13, 2003


7 – 9 pm


CRD Parks Headquarters
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