MANAGEMENT PLAN ADVISORY GROUP FOR

THETIS LAKE, FRANCIS/KING AND MILL HILL REGIONAL PARKS
November 13, 2003

Upper Floor Meeting Area, Cedar Building

Mill Hill Headquarters Office

490 Atkins Avenue

7 – 9 pm

MINUTES

Present: Tom Baker, Mark Hawkes, Lynn Husted, Jacques Marc, Michael Meagher, Mary Noakes, Janet Williams, and one member of the public

CRD Parks: Jeff Ward (chair), George Gollmer, Don Watmough, Diane Knight (recorder)

Regrets: Denise Kendall, Robert Raappana, Darrel Woods 
Jeff Ward introduced Margaret McCurragh, a founding member of the Thetis Park Nature Sanctuary Association, who was attending the meeting as an observer. 

1. Approval of Agenda

The agenda was approved.

2. Approval of Minutes from October 30, 2003

The minutes were approved.
An action identified in the minutes was for CRD Parks to compile a summary of comments from the people who attended the September 21 field trip to Thetis Lake and Francis/King. This summary was distributed at the meeting.
Jeff Ward reviewed the following handouts: 
· “Being Fair” submitted by the Thetis Park Nature Sanctuary Association, 
· Denise Kendall’s comments on the two proposals discussed so far;  and

· a map submitted by Mark Hawkes regarding his proposal for dog management. 
A question was raised regarding the locations of bird habitat in the parks. Don Watmough replied that specific locations cannot be identified. If habitat is available, birds take advantage. When habitat is destroyed, there is no possibility that birds will be found there.
3. Dog Management at Thetis Lake Regional Park
a) Proposal submitted by Mark Hawke
Mark reviewed the key points of his proposal for dog management in CRD Parks. He stated that having dogs on leash is a false solution which would be unpopular and unenforceable. Establishing a leash regulation in Mill Hill Regional Park may be acceptable due to its size and enforceability due to its proximity to CRD Parks Headquarters. This leash regulation could also apply to Seymour Hill in Thetis Lake Regional Park as both parks have a high population of environmentally sensitive ecosystems. 
Mark felt that Francis/King Regional Park currently has no problem with dogs and that a leash law would be unnecessary at this time. He feels that there is enough time that we can work through solutions to address dogs before they become a concern in that park. 


The following comments were made by the Advisory Group:
· All parts of the park are equally important and that activities of dogs and humans damage the park. It was felt that one policy regarding dog management should apply to all areas.
· The proposal was reasonable and obviously had been given a lot of thought.
· There may be some parts of the park that should not permit people or dogs.
· As the number of park users and dogs increase in Francis/King the same problems encountered in Thetis Lake will most likely occur in Francis/King therefore it is important to take steps now. 
· Dogs off leash tend to disrupt nature education programs. It was suggested that dogs be required on leash on the trails surrounding the Nature House.

· There is a need for public education, communication about high environmental values and consistent enforcement of regulations.

· It is a privilege to be in the parks and all users have a responsibility to protect the environment and respect other users. 

· It appears that dog owners are coming to the park from a recreation perspective.

b) Identification of Options
The Advisory Group proposed a number of options. The list of options identified is attached. 

4. Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on December 11, from 7 to 9 pm.

The group again confirmed that progress had been made to resolve this issue.

5. Public Questions

Margaret McCurragh, a founding member of the Thetis Lake Nature Sanctuary Society, stated that she was very proud of all the members of the Advisory Group. She provided an account of the history of the park and how the Thetis Lake Nature Sanctuary Society was formed to save the area from development. This was back in the early 1960s.  She said that she has great hopes for the future of the park and for the Advisory Group to work hard on solving the issue about dog management in the parks.
Meeting Adjourned at 9:20 pm.





Next Meeting:


December 11, 2003


7 – 9 pm


CRD Parks Headquarters
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