MANAGEMENT PLAN ADVISORY GROUP FOR

THETIS LAKE, FRANCIS/KING AND MILL HILL REGIONAL PARKS
December 11, 2003

Upper Floor Meeting Area, Cedar Building

Mill Hill Headquarters Office

490 Atkins Avenue

7 – 9:00 pm

MINUTES

Present: Tom Baker, Denise Kendall, Mark Hawkes, Lynn Husted, Jacques Marc, Michael Meagher, Mary Noakes, Robert Raappana, Darrel Woods and seven members of the public

CRD Parks: Jeff Ward (chair), George Gollmer, Don Watmough, Diane Knight (recorder)

Regrets: Janet Williams
1. Approval of Agenda

The agenda was approved.

2. Approval of Minutes from November 13, 2003

The November 13, 2003 minutes were approved with the addition of the following two items:

a)
Section 3 a) – the following paragraph was added as paragraph 2.

Mark and Don reported on a field trip to Francis/King Regional Park. Four points were identified.

1. Dog use in the park is low.

2. The multiple use trails are steep, need improving and are not dog friendly.

3. The equestrian trail along Munn Road is not suitable for dog walking.

4. Mark noted that if  the hiking trails are designated on leash it would be preferable to have an off leash trail that would connect the parking area and the multiple use trails.

b)
Section 5 – fourth line – replace 1960s with 1950s

Diane will distribute a copy of the revised November 13, 2003 minutes.
Jeff also reviewed the ground rules and provided comments about the group moving            forward to reach agreement.
3. Report – Dog Management in Thetis Lake, Francis/King and Mill Hill Regional Parks - An Exploration of Options 
Section 1 - Introduction

Jeff briefly reviewed the purpose of the report as outlined in the Introduction.  
Section 2 - Points of Agreement

The Points of Agreement identified on page 2 were agreed to with the suggested changes noted below.

1. No changes.

· It was noted that the current Map 2 in the Draft Management Plan, Park Management Zones does not include all of the nature sanctuary. CRD Parks will look at revising the map.














ACTION:  Don

2. The following change was suggested:

· Add the word “legal” in line five after words “ respect the”

· It was suggested that the words “and tolerant” be added in line five after the word “respect”. There was no agreement on this point so the point was put aside for now. 

3. Add the following statements:
· “Provide opportunities for dogs on and off leash as appropriate.”

· Point (d). Split this point into two separate points. (1) Provide opportunities for people to walk their dog in the parks. (2) Provide opportunities for dogs to swim in the lakes.


Discussion took place on the precautionary principle. Concern was raised that this was a standard description when there is inconclusive evidence and that it could be used as a catch all. It was explained that the precautionary principle is used as a backup in the absence of 100% certainty and is a common scientific approach. The concern stems from the draft plan and feeling that this concept was used in arriving at the decision to leash dogs. The point was also noted that this concept  be applied not only to dog management, but to the rest of the plan. 


4.   No changes.

  
Section 3 - Objective Criteria to Assess the Options

Discussion took place on how this criteria is to be used. Jeff explained that it could be used in conjunction with the evaluation form to assess the options. Several members noted that they felt they did not have the expertise or the information to accurately complete the evaluation form. 
This topic was deferred until after reviewing the options. 
The Advisory Group requested that management actions related to dogs taken by other similar park agencies and in a similar park setting be prepared for the next meeting.






ACTION: Don (to be distributed at next meeting)
Section 4 – Common Actions Needed to Implement the Options
This topic was deferred until after reviewing the options.

4. Proposed Options
The group reviewed the four options. There was general discussion about the options and no option was identified as a preferred course of action. The Advisory Group recommended that a workshop be held on January 17, 2004 to go through all the options and select a preferred course of action.

Points of General Agreement

· The actions for Mill Hill Regional Park were agreed to, except there was some concern raised about an off leash area adjacent to the parking area.

Points raised about the options.
· There was a question about the origin of Option 4. Jeff commented that this option was a combination of input from previous meetings and brainstorming session.

· Some members of the group felt the options should be more reflective of what has been discussed. The point was raised that the option of limiting dogs in some areas was not included. It was suggested that there could be a 5th option where dogs are not permitted at all. 

· Mark stated that he felt that Option 1 was not an option and that most of the options were similar. Other members of the group felt that Option 1 should remain an option.
· It was suggested that there be an option where all consistent points of agreement are included and to work on the differences instead of rating the options. Mark had identified what he felt were consistent points of agreement. This information will be provided to the Advisory Group for the meeting on January 17, 2004. 










ACTION: Jeff   
5. Next Meeting
A meeting will be held Saturday, January 17 from 10 am to 3 pm. The purpose of this meeting is to (1) review the options with the goal to select the preferred course of action, and (2) address the common actions needed to implement the options.

6. New Business

Tom Baker reported on the recently published book “50 Best Dog Walks/Hikes”. It is a good practical book which tells you where to walk your dog around Victoria and Southeastern Vancouver Island and what the current dog rules and regulations are.
7. Public Questions

A member of the public asked about whether the impact of wildlife on the park’s ecological features had been considered and if Beaver Fever was found in the lakes. Jeff replied that the impact of wildlife has been considered in ecological protection and that there appears to be no threat of Beaver Fever in Thetis Lake.

Linette McElroy – asked why the dates for dogs to be off leash at the main beach was changed to May 1 - September 30. Jeff responded that the proposed changes to the dates in Option 3 and 4 were to accommodate swimmers using the beach earlier and later in the year. 
A member of the public commented that he frequently walks his dog along Seymour Trail and McKenzie Creek trail. He disagrees that dogs should be on leash on these trails as they are quite narrow and steep and that keeping his dog on a leash would be dangerous.

Meeting Adjourned at 9:30 pm.





Next Meeting:


January 17, 2004


10 am – 3 pm


CRD Parks Headquarters
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