






Appendix 7

THETIS LAKE, FRANCIS/KING AND MILL HILL REGIONAL PARK

DRAFT MANAGEMENT PLAN

Record of Public Input through Telephone Conversations

Soon after the draft management plan was released, CRD Parks received a number of telephone calls from people wishing to comment on the plan and it’s proposals.  Almost all of the calls were regarding the issue of dog management.  These telephone calls are summarised below.

· Call disputing that there is any damage to the parks, and that there is no trampling of vegetation around any of the Lakes, including Prior Lake.

· Call stating that people were doing more damage than dogs.  If dogs are to be kept on a leash for environmental reasons, then why not ban bikes everywhere, ban boats from Elk-Beaver and horses from Frances/King.

· A person identifying himself as a kennel owner called to express his approval for the proposed action.  Said it was the right thing to do, and long overdue.  

· A caller expressed his support for the action, noting that the park “stinks” from the dogs.

· Caller from a local dog club called to get a copy of the plan, newsletter and response form.  They have 50 members, and 100 dogs.  She advised that they would organise a group to attend the public meeting. 

· Caller wanted to say that he agreed with the need to restrict dogs over the summer but didn’t see any harm in dogs being off-leash in the winter months.

· Caller indicated that she totally supports the on-leash requirement.  She fears for her grandchildren when dogs are running loose.  Dog do is everywhere, so she doesn’t want her grandkids playing on the grassed area of the parks.

· Caller wanted to express her support for the leash laws, saying she has had “terrible experiences” with dogs at Thetis Lake.  She swims there regularly and notes that compliance to the rules is not high enough, creating conflicts.

· Highland Road resident called to express support for having dogs on leash.  Her child has been knocked over by running dogs, and one time while picnicking at West Beach a dog took off with their lunch.  In both cases, the dog was not under the owner’s effective control.

· Caller asked why there was no representative from the dog community on the advisory group. He was glad that we were moving cyclists away from the main part of the park, and agreed that something needed to be done about the dogs, and suggested leaving the main beach area open during the winter months when no one else is there.

· Caller called to give support of the dog leash requirement.  The last two times he was in the park, vicious dogs approached him and were very threatening to him and his two year old son.  He did not have a good visitor experience, and supports what we are doing.

· Park visitor called to say that he is very impressed with the nature programs we offer in the park, but after attending one, he and his daughter had a traumatic experience with an unleashed and uncontrolled dog.  He supports the on-leash requirement, and hopes to resume attending the parks programs.  

· Woman dog owner called to say that horses do more damage than dogs.  There is no apparent trampling. Almost one in four residents have dogs, and dogs need more off-leash areas.
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