November 11, 2003 

Dear Citizen Canine members: 

I’ve decided to update you after each CRD Management Plan Advisory Group meeting, just as soon as the minutes come out, because we are getting close to making decisions about dog management in the three parks.  The last meeting was held on October 30th. The minutes of that  meeting can be found on the Citizen Canine web site: http://www.citizencanine.org/crddoc/10-09-03.DOC 

At the start of the meeting I asked that the Chair provide an objective written summary of the field trip some of us had made to Thetis Lake Park and Mill Hill Park on September 21.  I requested this because I had found the experience a much more cooperative and positive one than seemed to be reflected by member’s comments in the minutes of the previous meeting.

There was some discussion about a letter from a member of the public who had attended the previous meeting.  This person had raised several concerns about the process and comments that MPAG members had made about dog owners.  Most of the members seemed to feel that these concerns were unfounded.  However, both I and another member of the public shared these perceptions of the previous meeting.
I had previously circulated two documents that I felt were instructive in coming to progressive, non-leash, solutions to the issue of dogs in parks.  Since no opportunity was afforded to me to discuss these documents with the MPAG members, I decided to summarize the key points (from my perspective) of the documents.  I went over these points with the group.  Several members questioned the relevancy of the documents and I explained it to them.  I was told that I had been “selective” in my choice of key points and in future should be more objective when summarizing documents for the group.  Personally, I think my primary roles on the MPAG is to challenge, educate, and persuade…I am less concerned about objectivity than I am about convincing the other members that there are better solutions to the perceived problems with dogs than putting them on leashes.
We then moved on to a discussion of Francis/King Park.  The Elsie King boardwalk is currently an on-leash area.   There are a large number of different habitats in the park, as well as rare and endangered species.  However, the CRD representative reported (and was supported by other members), that there is very little dog use in the park and little evidence of dog feces or side trails.  It was suggested that increased use would lead to problems similar to those in the other two parks, however.

The CRD representative then tabled a proposal that would see dogs leashed on all trails designated for hiking in the parks, and allowed off leash only on the multi use trails.  There are no multi use trails in Mill Hill Park, and the multi use trails in Francis King Park run along the hilly western edge of the park, under and near Hydro power lines.  The multi use trails in Thetis Lake Park are similar to these and also run mainly on the western and northwestern areas of the park.  One member stated that he didn’t think dogs should be allowed off leash anywhere in the three parks.
It was asked whether any other members had a proposal they would like to put forward.  Having anticipated the need to “make an offer”, I had prepared a proposal of my own.  (see the Citizen Canine website for a copy)  I agreed to email a copy to the Chair for discussion at the next meeting.  The plan is accompanied by a map of Thetis Lake showing proposed locations of dog beaches, garbage cans, and poop bag dispensers.  Unfortunately, this map does not exist in digital format at this time, so it cannot be posted on the website.


Remember: the MPAG meetings are open to the public. The next meeting will be held Thursday, November 13th, at 7:00, in the CRD headquarters in Mill Hill Park. 

Please e-mail me at grrendel@shaw.ca if you have any comments or questions. 

Cheers, 

Mark Hawkes
