Dog Owners’ Rep - Statement of Interests
Objectives

· To prevent the implementation of a park-wide leash requirement in Mill Hill, Francis-King, and Thetis Lake parks

· To identify alternative solutions to any valid dog-related problems in the 3 parks

· To convince the CRD to adopt a progressive, equitable, region-wide, strategic, needs-based approach to dog management and the provision of off-leash access to public open space for dogs and their owners.
Concerns

· Dogs are being unfairly targeted and blamed for environmental problems in the 3 parks
· Public policy decisions may be being made more on the basis of anecdotal evidence and personal biases than scientifically valid research and evidence

· A dog-intolerant minority of park users are having a disproportionate influence on decision-making

· Dog-owners are not seen by decision-makers and some members of the public as a legitimate user-group on an equal footing with all other users of the parks
Needs (personal)
· To be convinced (through logical argument and the presentation of valid evidence), that problems exist
· Where problems exist, to be shown valid evidence of what the extent and impact of those problems are, so that any solution may be proportionate

· To have cooperation, fairness, and reasonableness in the process of solving problems as a group

Needs (dogs and owners)
· Year-round access to off-leash opportunities for exercise, training, and socialization in the 3 parks

· Year-round access to water in Thetis Lake Park

Fears

· That unfair “solutions” resulting in dog-owner defiance, plus confusing, unclear, and inconsistent rules, plus the increasing polarization between users, could all contribute to escalating conflict in the parks

· That the continuing trend of restricting off-leash opportunities will have a cascading effect leading to an increasing concentration of dogs and conflicts, ultimately resulting in an outright ban on dogs in parks region-wide.

Hopes
· That my objectives will be met

· That all park users can learn to successfully share the precious park resources through respect, tolerance, and cooperation

· That the CRD, local municipalities, and Citizen Canine (a regional dog-owner advocacy and public education group), can work together to develop Canada’s most progressive region-wide dog management strategy.
