UNDERLYING POINTS OF AGREEMENT (January 6, 2004)
Based on the discussion of the Advisory Group, there are a number of points of agreement with respect to managing dog use in Mill Hill, Thetis Lake and Francis King regional parks. 

1. The primary goals for managing the parks are the protection, maintenance and restoration of the parks’ ecology. 

2. The secondary goal for managing the parks is to provide opportunities for people with and without dogs to experience and enjoy the parks provided recreational use does not have a negative impact on ecological features or other park visitors’ experience. 

3. The primary objectives for dog management in the parks are: 

a. Ensure that feet, paws, hooves and wheels stay on the trail. 

b. Strive to provide a positive park experience for all park visitors.

c. Manage the parks for the health and safety of all park visitors.

d. Provide opportunities for people to walk their dog in the parks on and off leash.

e. Provide opportunities for dogs to swim in the lakes. 

f. Make management decisions based on scientifically valid research and assessment.

g. Apply the precautionary principle when there is incomplete scientific information. This means that when an activity raises threats of harm to human health or the environment, precautionary measures should be taken even if some cause-and-effect relationships are not fully established scientifically.

h. Apply an adaptive management approach. This means undertaking pilot projects, evaluating them in a credible fashion, and providing a way to proceed in response to the knowledge gained from the project.

4. Action is required now. 

